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Photos from St John’s School
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Photos:

Top left: Remembrance.
Right: Our Class wreaths
Bottom Left: Pictures from our Silent Disco



Vicar’'s Message Kathryn Alford 1

The Light is Coming!

Goodness me, it’s dark! I’'m 50(ish)
and it still surprises me every year
how quickly the darkness creeps in.
Many of us are waking up in the
dark, heading out in the dark, and
coming home in the dark. This year,
I’ve even asked Santa for one of
those high-lumen lights just to help
me get out of bed!

For some, this season brings
cosiness — a time to settle in with

hot chocolate, mulled wine, and the sentimental version we often see
open fires. But for others, the lack of jn adverts, but the deeper message —
sunlight brings real challenges, from that Jesus entered a world filled with
low mood to deezzper struggles. uncertainty, pain, and struggle. He

Thankfully, Christmas is just around came to share in our challenges so
the corner with its twinkling lights ~ that we would never face them

and joyful gatherings, brightening qlone: Above all, he came to brlng
even the darkest streets. And at St~ light into our darkest times, breaking
John’s, we’ll be sharing in that through the shadows to show us
Christmas joy at our services (see ways to find hope and joy again.

pages 4 & 8 for details). We’d love  The light is indeed coming. From
you to join us! December 21st, the days will slowly

But I know that, even with all the lengthen, and the sun will start to
festive lights, for some, it still feels ~ return. This Christmas and New

dark. Perhaps this is your first Year, may God’s light shine brightly
Christmas without someone you in each of your lives, bringing you
love. Perhaps illness, loss, or peace, warmth, and hope.

personal challenges are weighing on  Wishing you a blessed and joyful
you. Or maybe you’re simply Christmas!

feeling weary and alone.

If that resonates, know that

Christmas is especially for you. Not
I ———

Rev’d Kathryn

Cover Photo: The Large Cowper Madonna, painted by Raphael in
1509. It was bought by the third Earl Cowper in 1775 and hung in
Panshanger House before being sold in 1928; it is now in the National
Gallery of Art, Washington DC



SUNDAY CLUB
FOR CHILDREN
OF ALL AGES

Join us on the second Sunday of the
month for Bible stories, crafts,
friendship and fun.

During the 11am service

12th January
9th February
9th March




St John’s Church Annexe

Available for hire at reasonable cost
Excellent for small meetings, Anniversaries and children’s Parties

Booking Gus Edwards
lizandgusedwards@gmail.com 01707 323785

Allison
Landscapes & Garden Maintenance

Garden construction | Water Features | Turfing
Topiary | Decking | Tree Surgery Pergolas | Pati-
os | Driveways

Fencing | Brickwork

Also other garden services

as required

01438 211848/077877 62822
w.rallisonlandscapes.co.uk
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I-Together Carols by Candlelight

A wonder-filled service of well known carols and readings

for all ages
December 22nd ‘

11:00am Lessons and Carols

Traditional readings and carols

__j'iively retelling of the Christmas story

1:00pm Midnight Mass

The special first service of Christmas

Christmas Day
8:00am Traditional Said Holy Con

A quieter start to Christmas morning

11:00am All-Together Communio

A joyful all-age service

January 19th
4:00pm Christingle Service

The classic orange and sweet celebration of Jesus’ birth -
with pizza! .



News and People S

Christmas Services and Events

As usual there are lots of things going on over Christmas.
Opposite (page 4) you'll see a poster of what we might term
‘special events’, but this is mixed in with our ‘regular services’
including our ‘All Together’, Sunday Club and Connect@4
services - see page 8. But that’s not all as on Saturday 14th
Dec, 4pm we’re doing: Carols in the Pub at the Crooked
Chimney. Please come along, and join in if you like!

Quiet Christmas Service — 21 December, 11am (St
Michael’s Church, Birchwood)

For those who would like a break from the jollity of the Christmas
season, Rev Kathryn is offering a Quiet Christmas service at St
Michael’s Church on 21st December at 11am. This gentle service will
offer a peaceful time to reflect, remember, and find comfort in the hope
of Christmas.

Service of Thanksgiving &
Remembering - 13th Oct at
4pm

We had reflective time that afternoon
‘honouring our grief’, at our Autumn
service of Thanksgiving and
Remembering.

All followed by the
most amazing cake.

Our next service is on
8th June at 4pm, when
hopefully it will be a
bit warmer!




pple
%‘f'&' dag care Ltd

CHANGING FUTURES TODAY

appledaycare@mail.com
Tel: 01707 872 949

Acacia Mews Care Home | Avery

ENRICHING LIVESSSE X CELLINIGRBNEE@A RE Care With A Difference

Residential, Dementia and Respite Care

Acacia Mews Care Home in Hatfield, Hertfordshire, is rated as
‘Good in All Categories’ by the Care Quality Commission {(CQC).
The CQC grades the services delivered in care homes in five
categories (Safe, Effective, Caring, Responsive and Well-led)
and adjudged that Acacia Mews and its staff scored consistently
highly throughout.

= Beautifully decorated rooms all have en-suite showers,
with some rooms opening on to the gardens

« Restaurant quality dining, café, salon and therapy room
» Sunny landscaped patio gardens with well stocked raised beds

« Sector leading Well-being & Activities Programme packed
with daily events and outings

P Call 01707 925004 or Search ‘Acacia Mews Care’

In Al
Categories  Acacia Mews Care Home | St Albans Road East | Hertfordshire | AL10 OF] | Elwww.facebook.comjAcaciaMewsCareHome




Furniture Friends 7

At a recent event attended by Rev Kathryn there was a talk by Furniture
Friends, who drew their important work to our attention. This is an article
they’ve written about their project:

Furniture Friends is an All Saints Datchworth
Church and Community project. We collect
donations of good quality furniture and
household items that are no longer wanted or
needed. We do not charge for collections. We

Furniture Friende  then resupply these essential items free of

charge to families and individuals facing

challenging circumstances. We only supply via requests from Social
Services. This scheme is a practical way of showing God’s love to our
local communities. Furniture Friends deliver to people of any faith or
none.

Ve
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The places we deliver to are small, and sometimes difficult to access. We
can only take small furniture — e.g. single beds or a two seater settee.

Furniture Friends is run entirely by volunteers. Our running expenses are
about £3,500 a year. This pays for the van and our designated mobile
phone and some essential items that we have to buy.

12 : Sy A few testimonials (more on our
' ¢ website):

“Hello Furniture Friends. What life
\ savers you are. You have offered so
- much for a Ukrainian refugee . Iam
thrilled and I know she will be as
well.” Herts Welcomes Refugees

“In so many ways ‘Furniture Friends’
have been a life saver for a young mum —
they have delivered bedroom and lounge furniture and changed the lives of
this family. This may sound easy but they have all gone out of their way to
help either through the organising process or pure muscle power! An
awesome charity with awesome volunteers. I cannot thank you
enough.” HCC Social Worker

The need is overwhelming. How can you help?

Our team of volunteers.

We are desperately short of drivers/deliverers. (Currently we are
(Continued on page 9)




Services

December 2024
1st  Advent1
8am MP (BCP) I11am °All Together’ Advent*
8th  Advent2
8am HC (BCP) 11 am HC with Sunday Club
15th Advent 3
8am HC (BCP) I1lam HC

4pm ‘All Together’ - Carols by Candlelight*

22nd Advent 4
8am HC (BCP) 11 am Lessons & Carols

24th Christmas Eve
3pm Crib Service* 11 pm Midnight Mass

25th Christmas Day
8am HC (BCP) Ilam  ‘All Together’ Holy
Communion*

29th Christmas 1

8am MP (BCP) ITam HC
January 2025

S5th The Epiphany

8am MP (BCP) 11am ‘All Together’ Epiphany*
12th Epiphany 1 - The Baptism of Christ

8am HC (BCP) 11 am HC with Sunday Club
19th Epiphany 2

8am HC (BCP) 11 am Reflective Worship

4 pm Christingle - Christingle-making, a short service
of light and praise, with a pizza party to follow™

26th Epiphany 3
8am HC (BCP) I1am HC

* Services especially suitable for children, and all other ages!
HC Holy Communion; MP Morning Prayer (Matins); BCP Book of
Common Prayer;, NB Kathryn’s day off is Friday each week




Furniture Friends - continued

(Continued from page 7)
collecting /delivering over 100 items a month and we cannot keep up
with demand) A few hours a month would be lovely!

Could you donate? We desperately need small tables/small chairs/
wardrobes/ single beds/ bedding. mattresses etc.

FF mobile number — 07599 396111
Please look at our web site — there is a lot more information there:

www.datchworth.com/organisations/furniturefriends

Or talk to us:
Stephen & Catherine Jupp (organisers) 07812 567302, 07811 255311

Connect@4 informal all age worship gathering

. Next Connect@4 - 19th January, 4pm - Christingle

We'd love to see you at this relaxed, interactive worship gathering
designed for all ages. Come join us for a time of faith, fun, and
friendship. What to Expect:

. Engaging Worship - Enjoy lively music and singing that
everyone can join in.

. Interactive Activities - Participate in creative activities that bring
faith to life.

. Message for the Day - Explore a message that speaks to all
generations.

. Community Connection - Spend time with friends, family, and
make new connections in a welcoming environment.

. Refreshments - Enjoy light refreshments, often involving
delicious cake! [or Pizza - see Christingle]

Whether this is your first time at St John's or you're a regular attendee
at other services, we look forward to welcoming you!



http://www.datchworth.com/organisations/furniturefriends
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Call us on 01707 682 100

Can you make a positive difference every day?
Quality Care in Your Home We look after amazing people in the comfort of their own homes

v Hugely Rewarding

v Work Life Balance

v’ Friendly Supportive Team
v" Quality Time with Clients
v Full Training Provided

v' Career Development

v Time to Travel

v Great Pay & Benefits

Car Drivers ONLY

ommission

ELECTRICAL
PLUMBING
KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

| ALSO COVER MANY
ASPECTS OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CHRIS TINWORTH
01707-251302
07973-561298

www.ctpm.co.uk
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Church Electoral Roll — 2025! By Lucy Earl 11

[Did you know The Church has an
electoral roll?! - Ed.]

The Church Electoral Roll is a record
of those people who are part of St
John’s church community. It gives
those on the Electoral Roll the right to
vote on Church matters, attend the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting and
stand for election to the PCC. But,
more importantly, it is a measure of
the health and strength of St John’s.
Being on the Electoral Roll does not
entail signing up to any additional commitments and you can be a full
and active member of the church without being on the roll. However,
it is important that we have an accurate record of those who are part of
our community and contribute to it in any way. If that is you, [ would
urge you to consider registering for the roll.

Every 6 years, the roll must be completely renewed which means we
discard the existing roll and create a new one. 2025 is renewal year.
The renewal must be completed by the 2025 AGM which will be on
2nd March 2025.

To qualify to go on the roll, you must be over 16 years of age,
baptised and resident either in our Parish or have regularly attended St
Johns for at least 6 months. If you have been a regular attendee of St
John’s in the past but have not been able to attend for personal
reasons, such as illness, you are very welcome to rejoin the roll.

I will be in touch directly with all those who are currently on the roll
in mid January — if you wish to remain on the roll, you will need to
complete a registration form. And, of course, anyone who is involved
in church life and wishes to join the roll for the first time can complete
a registration form. We would be delighted to add you. Anyone who is
currently on the roll but wishes to be removed, need not do anything.

Please look out for further contact from me in the New Year.

Lucy Earl - Electoral Roll Secretary




A quick note to everyone in
Lemsford and Stanborough to say
that planning for the 2025 village
fete is well underway and we had
our first brainstorming meeting in
October. Fingers crossed the poor
weather we had this year won't be
repeated in 2025.

As usual, the event will be held on
the first Bank Holiday in May,
which in 2025 will be Monday 5th
May, from 12 noon until 4pm.
We're aiming to have a number of
our usual popular stalls, with a few
new ones, including having the ride-
on car arena again for the little ones.

This initial call out is to say if you're
having a clear out we'd always be
happy to take good condition bric-a-
brac, books, dvd's, etc. Equally if

12 Lemsford Fete - 2025 by Paul Butler

you 'd like to offer your time as a
volunteer, pay for a business stall or
sponsor an attraction please

contact us on:

www.lemsfordfete.co.uk/contact-
us/

The fete is an important event in the
local community each year in terms
of its fundraising capability to both
the church and school, but equally
as an excellent advert for the local
area, school and church
communities. It is also a significant
part of the local Welwyn Hatfield
calendar of events each year,
confirmed every year by the number
of visitors who come to enjoy it.

Many thanks
Paul Butler, Fete Chair

MALMECH & MANNION

4 SOUTHFIELDS, CHEQUERS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
WELWYN GARDEN CITY

MOTs on CARS, VANS, MINIBUSES,
AND MOTORHOMES.

01707 336111
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In our Sunday Club this term we’ve
been discovering the amazing stories
of some familiar Bible names —
Joseph, Moses and Joshua. We’ve
dressed up, played games and crafted
and even done some science
experiments! We’ve re-enacted the
escape from Egypt, and we’ve spent
quieter time remembering God’s
goodness, just like God’s people
have always done. These are stories
of ordinary people who have become
extraordinary as they’ve trusted God
through often very challenging
times. God’s never-ending love and
faithfulness and his promises of
rescue and redemption run through
every story. Every story points to
the fulfilment of those promises in
Jesus, His beloved Son, who comes
to earth to rescue and redeem us.

The next two months are all about
welcoming Jesus again — our light
and our hope in the world. There’ll
be quiet and preparation as we travel
through the waiting season of
Advent, then all excitement and joy
when we reach Christmas. And in
our usual St John’s tradition, the joy
rolls on into January!

What’s on?

All together worship is on Advent
Sunday 1st December at 11am;
suitable for all the family, it starts us
on the journey to Christmas.

On Sunday 8th December it’s
Sunday Club during the morning
service at 11am, with friends, fun,

Children and Young People at St John’s by Jo Brooks 13

games and craft. The story this time
1s Christmas of course, but we’ll be
starting in an unexpected place!

On Sunday 15th December at 4pm
we have all-together carols, a lovely
reflective service with candlelight
and story telling.

Then all are welcome at the Crib
Service on Christmas Eve at 3pm —
a lively retelling of the Christmas
story as we all get ready for the big
day. And on Christmas morning
we’ll celebrate all together at 11am.

Sunday Club meets again on January
8th, and last, but by no means least,
is our annual Christingle party on
Sunday 19th January at 4pm and
pizza afterwards. All welcome!

Contact Jo Brooks at
joholifield@gmail.com or

revdkathrynalford@gmail.com for more

information about these events or our
children’s activities at St John’s.
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1 Safeguarding!

Stop - don’t skip this!
A personal perspective on Safeguarding - by Frank Puranik - Editor

These days safeguarding is a top priority for many of us, whether it’s in
Church or other areas of our lives. For me, it’s a constant focus in both
work and the Church. We take safeguarding courses and in the Church
PCC it’s a standing agenda item. And, we’re not just ticking boxes -
we really do care.

This makes the revelations of abuse, such as in the appalling case of
John Smyth QC (see below) particularly painful and troubling.

One thing we should recognise though, is that institutions like churches,
schools and youth organisations are not inherently places of abuse. It’s
rather that they can be targeted by abusers because they provide access
to (many) young people and vulnerable adults. Which means the rest of
us must be very vigilant and proactive indeed!

The hopeful news is that the Church and many other organisations are
making significant strides to ensure safer environments for all. Policies,
training, and dedicated safeguarding teams are in place to protect every-
one, especially the most vulnerable. As Rev Kathryn’s note below re-
minds us, by working together and staying alert, we can continue to cre-
ate spaces that are welcoming, caring, and safe for everyone.

Rev Kathryn writes regarding the recent resignation of the Archbishop
of Canterbury:

Dear Friends,

Many of you will have heard of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s (The
Most Reverend Justin Welby) decision to resign his office in light of the
Makin Review into the Church of England’s handling of serious abuse
by John Smyth QC, for which he has taken personal and institutional
responsibility.

Archbishop Justin’s resignation statement can be found here: https://
www.churchofengland.org/media/press-releases/statement-archbishop-

canterbury
The Bishop of St Albans has also provided a response, which is availa-

(Continued on page 15)
|
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Safeguarding - continued 13

(Continued from page 14)
ble here: https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/news/makin-smyth-
resignation-archbishop-canterbury/

These are difficult and sad days, and I would ask that we hold in prayer
all those who have been affected by the abusive actions of others, both
directly and indirectly.

Here at St Michael’s, St John’s, and throughout the Hatfield team, we
are blessed to have dedicated and compassionate Parish Safeguarding
Officers (PSO) and PCC members who work tirelessly to ensure our
congregations are as safe and welcoming as possible. I am especially
grateful to Nikki Spencer (PSO) at St Michael’s, Lucy Earl (PSO) and
Jo Brooks (Deputy PSO) at St John’s, along with our churchwardens,
PCC, and each of you for the role you play in this important work.

Together, we strive to keep everyone informed on policies, procedures,
and training, fostering a vigilant culture around safeguarding. Safe-
guarding is a standing item at every PCC meeting, and Nikki, Lucy, and
I regularly meet to monitor and support our progress. We are always
looking for ways to build on our best practices to make our churches
places of welcome, care, safety, and inclusion.

[ 'am deeply grateful for all that our volunteers do to keep our churches
running. If you are asked to complete safeguarding training, please
make it a priority. If you have any difficulty accessing the training, do
reach out to myself, Lucy, or Nikki, and we will gladly assist you.

Please know that if you ever have concerns about safeguarding, or if you
have been affected by recent events, you can speak with me, Lucy, Nik-
ki, or any of our safeguarding officers. We are here to listen, support,
and, if needed, take action to ensure our churches remain safe and caring
communities for everyone.

This past week’s events remind us all that safeguarding must be at the
heart of our Christian call to love and care for others.

Thank you for everything you all do to keep our community safe and
welcoming.

With love,
Rev’d Kathryn



https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/news/makin-smyth-resignation-archbishop-canterbury/
https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/news/makin-smyth-resignation-archbishop-canterbury/

.
1J.

BURGLESS

& Sons Alice.

Established 1839

INDEPENDENT C ora I ie

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS Hirnai
Established 1836 G I y n Trust

@ We are a local Almshouse Charity with

Creating Memanads that stand as

a lasting act o rememberance 14 properties in
New Memorials, Letter Cutting,
Levelling, Turfing, Cleaning, Repairs, Turmore Dale and Hyde Valley
Grave Maintenance, Free Design &
Estimates Given Welwyn Garden City

For a memorial of distinction, a brochure
or & home visit call us on

0800 1 74 2 2 0 If you are over 60 and looking for accommodation,

24 hours please contact our Managing Agents:

Alfred House, Jacob House,
20 The Common, Hatfield, 23 Station Road, Welwyn Garden City Housing Association on:
Herts AL10OND Knebworth, Heets, $G3 6AP
01707 262122 01438 815656

01707 390044
We may be able to help

Garden, Hertfs AL7 3PP Codicote, SG4 30N

01707 391 808 01438815 65.6

Right where and when you need us

Helping you get back to being fit and
active whatever your age, life style or
choice of sporting activity

O The Physiotherapy Clinic at Gosling Sports Park specialising in:
* Ligament Sprains * Golfer's Elbow

* Muscle Strains ¢ Arthritic Pain » Back Problems
« Sciatica * Achilles Tendonitis * Neck Problems ¢ Shin Splints
« Bursitis * Knee Injuries * Frozen Shoulder ¢ Tennis Elbow

* Post Surgery Rehabilitation * Musculo-Skeletal Problems
¢ Acupuncture for Pain Relief

THE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC

Chartered Physiotherapists
Manipulative and Sports Physiotherapists

GOSLING SPORTS PARK

Stanborough Road, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 6XE
Tel:01707 329910

www.physiotherapyclinic.net
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News from St John’s C of E School - November 2024

Hello everyone,

As always, the weeks are flying by
with Advent soon to begin and
Christmas just around the corner. We
have had a busy time since the last
Parish Magazine was produced with
many special things happening
relating to the change of seasons and
to the church’s calendar.

Our Remembrance service was
particularly moving this year. Each
class had been given the challenge of
creating a new Remembrance
wreath. The result was 4 different
but very lovely wreaths to which all
our children contributed. The
wreaths are presently displayed in
school but during our Remembrance
service, led by Rev Kathryn, they
were presented in the church and
then laid by one of the trees which
we all gathered around to reflect on
those who have given their lives, so
that ours can be peaceful.

This year we are including the Heart
of the Earth project in our
Collective Worship and are using it
as the basis of our three RE
enrichment days that we are
planning. The diocese led project
focuses on Climate Change and
consists of resources for schools to
use to raise awareness of this
important issue and to promote a
carbon neutral way of life. We had a
fantastic day in October where the
whole school focussed on the
Creation story and our obligation to
look after our world: locally,

nationally and worldwide. A
beautiful display on our school hall
stage display board is being created
to share the children’s thoughts and
reflections on this important subject.
Many thanks to Jo who led our
school collective worship at the start
of the day.

Our Lemsford School Association
(LSA) continues to incredibly
supportive of the school. So far this
term they have already organised a
cake sale and a Silent Disco! The
latter consisted of children wearing
headphones with different music
tracks - it worked so well! The
children were able to choose the
music they wanted to listen to as
well as the volume level. Lots of fun
was had by all — children and adults
alike! We have also had our annual
fireworks display which once again
was well attended and a great
community event. The LSA are now
busy organising all kinds of

(Continued on page 18)




News from St John’s School - Nov 2024 - Continued

(Continued from page 17)

Christmas fun for the children
including a Christmas shopping
afternoon, Christmas Jumper Day,
parties and, of course, a visit from
Father Christmas himself.

We are now busy preparing for
Christmas. The choir are
practising for performances at
Stanborough Lodge and Brockett
Hall. They will also be singing in
the Candle lit service at St John’s
[Sunday 15th Dec at 4pm - Ed.]

which we are especially looking
forward to. Robins and Starlings
classes are busy singing, learning
lines and organising costumes for
their nativity as well.

There is so much to be grateful for
and much to look forward to!

We wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a peaceful New
Year.

Love from Michelle Boylan
(Head)

CRANE
STAPLES

SOLICITORS

Family

Wills, Trusts and Probate
Business and Commerce
Commercial Property
Residential Property
Employment

Dispute Resolution

vimlole]

Longcroft House Fretherne Road
Welwyn Garden City
Hertfordshire AL8 6TU

01707 329333
law@crane-staples.co.uk
www.crane-staples.co.uk

Your Local Law Firm
Winners of the
SME National Gold E
Award for Service Bistiaes Deeres
Excellence




Lemsford Local History Group Andy Chapman

This edition’s THEN & NOW (on the inside back cover) shows 33 &
35 the Village. The THEN is an image from the early 1900s, the NOW
a recent image from the archives. The image between them shows Mr
Carter outside number 33 (owner in the 1940s) which was a general
store. The strange man in a vintage car is an actor/comedian Freddie
Frinton. More about Freddie later.

33 Lemsford Village built before 1833

George Spurling ran number 33 from 1966 as a grocery shop, later
adding a bicycle shop which became very successful.

David Sutcliffe, architect, and his partner Ron Starkey, quantity
surveyor and their wives owned 33 & 35. Number 33 had been a
smithy. During work to strip out the shop and take up the floor,
evidence of fire and fuel were found in the centre of the large room at
the front, 17x20 feet. No evidence of a chimney. Behind this room is a
16x12ft room linked by a 3ft 6in opening to the end of the passageway
with a number of iron brackets and similar still in place.

(Continued on page 20)




20 LLHG - Know the past to understand the future

(Continued from page 19)

Date Owner of No. 33 | Tenant or owner of No. 33 Lemsford
Village

1841 George Westwood, blacksmith, wife
Elizabeth, 6 children

1851 George Westwood senior, master black-
smith, wife Elizabeth, 3 sons, George &
William are blacksmiths + a daughter.

1861 Elizabeth Westwood, aged 71, son
George blacksmith + 2 more children
and a grandchild.

1871 George Westwood, aged 49, master
blacksmith, wife Hetty

1881 George Westwood and wife Hetty

1891 George Westwood and wife Hetty

1926 Blacksmiths shop empty but a lot of old
implements
Mr & Mrs Painter living in no 35

Mr Carter Turned premises into a general village
store.

1957 Douglas Graham |Conveyance describes it as 'Millstream
Stores, Lemsford formerly the Post Of-
fice Stores

1966 George & Kathe- [ General store, later included bicycle

rine Spurling shop

1973 Margaret Sut- 1972 consent for shop to become a

cliffe and Doro- |[house and later offices.
thy Starkey

1995 Properties sold.

IS



Lemsford Local History Group - Continued

(Continued from page 20)

It is obvious that horses were brought in via the passageway and into
the rear room for shoeing.

The whole of number 33 is solid brick built using externally the
excellent Luton grey facings which are no longer available. Thus, the
whole ground floor of the later built number 33 comprises just 2 rooms
and the passageway, probably late Victorian. The first floor was
contained within a roof that linked through with number 35. The
village shop was created from the smithy at some time and in the late
20s or early 30s the roof was raised about 12 inches as is clearly seen in
the gable brickwork and was created into a first-floor cafe with a new
staircase up from the shop at the gable end. Formerly, the only access
to the yard area behind the 2 properties was an 8ft passageway from the
front main road created when number 33 was built, where horses
entered the blacksmiths.

35 Lemsford Village According to David Sutcliffe

(Continued on page 22)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Lemsford Local History Group - Continued

(Continued from page 21)

35 Lemsford Village appears always to have been a cottage. Most of
the ground floor rooms are in brick but may originally have been
timber. First floor rooms are timber. The common wall between 35
and 37 Lemsford Village is timber. Small brick fireplaces in sitting
room and dining room. Pitched roof slopes down to its west end but
continues its ridge to abut with the slightly higher gable of 33. But
concealed are the timbers of an original sloping end which would suit
35 when it was alone. May be C18 or C19. Partially attached to No.
37 Lemsford Village.

The image on the inside back cover of a man in a white coat with staff
looking at a man in a veteran car is Mr Carter (name over shop door).
The man with top hat in the car is Freddie Frinton (born Frederick
Bittiner 17 January 1909-16 October 1968). He was an English
comedian, music hall and television actor. He is primarily
remembered today as a household name in several central European
countries [notably Germany - Ed.] for his 1963 television comedic
sketch entitled ‘Dinner for One’, a perennial national television
broadcast New Year's Eve favourite there, whilst being largely
forgotten in his home country.

In 1964, at the age of 55, Frinton became a belated success as

the plumber husband in the popular television sitcom ‘Meet the Wife’
which ran for 40 episodes (the wife was played by Thora Hird). The
series is mentioned in the Beatles song ‘Good Morning Good
Morning’ with the line ‘It's time for tea and ‘Meet the Wife’. As a
boy, I remember seeing Freddie Frinton and Thora Hird in the 1960s
at the end of the pier in Bournemouth playing husband and wife.

The group is happy to share its archive and research with the
community and provides walks and talks to groups. For more
information, contact us on info@lemsfordhistory.co.uk. Please use the
same email address if you want to share memories.

Merry Christmas
Andy
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Grey Herons are magnificent birds. |
see them from time to time on lakes
within Brookman’s Park golf course;
even when my golf is awful it is a
thrill to catch sight of one, either
gliding through the air with its char-
acteristic slow wing-beat, or sitting
silently and motionless at the edge of
a lake, ever attentive and poised to
strike. I recollect a time when there
was a flourishing heronry in Lems-
ford and asked Barry Trevis what
had happened to it.

He told me that Herons originally
nested in oak trees on the riverbank
just downstream of Paine Bridge in
Brocket Park, with 6 nests up to
1986. In the middle of the breeding
season that year very sadly the entire
colony were illegally shot. No cul-
prits were found despite an investi-
gation by the RSPB.

The British Trust for Ornithology
(BTO) has organised a nationwide
Heronries Census annually since
1928 and it is now the longest run-
ning breeding bird census in the
world. Following the Brocket Park
shooting Barry undertook this sur-
vey, submitting details to the BTO
via the Herts Bird Club, which has
birdwatchers checking Heronries
throughout the County. He handed
over these duties in 2019 to another
member of the Bird Club.

In 1987 there was a nesting attempt
in another area of Brocket Park es-
tate, this time within the larch planta-
tion directly behind the cottages
numbered 24-28 Lemsford Village.
This was successful and numbers in-
creased steadily, peaking at 38 nests
in the spring of 2007. That would
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have been around the time that [ had
noticed them.

Subsequently the numbers breeding
there have dropped year on year.

The most likely reason is that the
Herons were moving to islands on
the north lake of nearby Stanborough
Park (all the other heronries in Herts
are on islands). The trees that were
planted on those islands had matured
giving the birds the security of nest-
ing high in their canopy. Grey Her-
ons have bred at Stanborough since
2011 with 12 nests this year.

One suggestion was that the intro-
duction of Red Kites had led to them
predating young Herons but Barry
doubts this. Red Kites are a bird of
prey but mainly forage on carrion
such as road kill and discarded food
items. Also, adult Herons are very
capable of protecting their unfledged
young from birds of prey and other
predators.

Herons did not breed in Lemsford
between 2020 and 2023 but Barry
was pleased to note that there were
two occupied Heron nests in mid-
April this year. Let us hope that
Herons continue to flourish here;
they are an important bird that we
should cherish.
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Prayer for Advent 27

Come Lord Jesus, come

and let your light shine through us
so that through our actions

we may be salt for the earth,

a light in people's sight

and that we might reach out to you
in one another,

especially those in need.

Amen.
CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development)

And finally ......

Whatever
happened
to the

- Merry Christmas
Three Wise ' _ |

Men Clﬁ er ' Just admit ik
they had .we're lost!
presented &

their gifts
to Jesus?
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Then:

33 & 35 the Village.
from the early 1900s

[For (much) more on
the history of number
33 see the Lemsford
Local History Group
Article on page 19 -
Ed.]

Then:

Mr Carter outside
number 33 (owner in
the 1940s) which was
then a general store.

The strange man in a
vintage car is an
actor/comedian
Freddie Frinton.

[More about Freddie
in the LLHG Article -
page 19 - Ed.]

Now:

33 & 35 the Village
today
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